
Sociology of Industrial Relations, 2nd lecture: 

Industrialization as a public project

Industrialization as an essential part of modernity

· a means of capital accumulation (an early ‘prototype’ of capitalist risk-taking: shipping companies)

· a means of societal progress and/or common prosperity

· a source of discontent and conflict

· a source of inspiration

Capitalism as an essential ‘incentive’ for industrialization and industrial development

· scientific discoveries -> technological innovations -> commercial, mass-marketable products -> industrial plants for mass-production -> need for specific infrastructure

· international competition -> need for national infrastructure  (and military forces)

· internal (domestic) conflicts -> need for legislation, public administration, and education (ideology; propaganda...)

The tradition of the spectacular since the baroque era

· a method of controlling the (eradicated) masses 

· from spectacular to common use (e.g. electric light)

Industrialization as terminator of cultures and civilizations  (and ethnicities)

· colonialism (e.g. rubber culture in Congo; slave trade, etc.)

· destructive re-structuration of developed communities (e.g. Detroit)

Industrialization under the protection of the sovereign

· natural reservoirs and resources acquired and reserved for (national) industrialists

· industries nationalized or socialized

· industrial entrepreneurship granted funding, tax-reductions etc.

Industrial relations protected by the sovereign

· institutions for resolving industrial conflict

· ‘rules of the game’ (i.e. means for propagating commitment)

· etc.

The direction of industrialization - restructuration of the relations

· Turku street lighting (gas or electricity)

· electrifying the railroad or not (Finland 1910 ...)

· nuclear power or not (Sweden; Zwentendorf (Austria) ...)

· GM-food or not

· private automobilism or communities built in spatial accordance with a railroad network

· banking or operating the Net as the main mode of the flow of money

Main societal innovations contributing to the mode of industrialization

· citizenship  (French Revolution)

· nationality (defence of the revolution)

· enlightenment and positivism (opposition to Church and aristocracy)

· (return to) disciplinary science (differentiation and institutionalization of sciences)


