
MEANING GROUPS INTRODUCTION PART 1:  
CAUSE AND PROVIDE 
 
Research has shown that some words collocate not just with other words, such as blonde collocates with hair, but with 
‘meaning groups’ of words that are often positive or negative in meaning. This is very clear with the words cause and 
provide. Match the collocates to the words cause or provide and then complete the table.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   CAUSE                 PROVIDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word cause collocates mainly with _______________ words. 
 
The word provide collocates mainly with _____________ words.  
 

answers  disruption   
for complaint  for concern   
grief    illness   
information  insurance   
interruption  irreparable damage 
news   opportunities 
opportunity  problems   
service  solution  
strikes   support   
training 
 


